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IX.—Preliminary Note on Penwithite, a New Cornish Minsral.

By J. H. Coruixs, F.G.8.

HIS is a highly vitreous transparent reddish brown mineral, which
occurs with quartz and rhodocrosite. Its H. is 3-5, and sp. gr.
only 249,
‘When heated in & tube closed at one end it gives off water, but is
otherwise unchanged. More strongly heated in platinum forceps it loses
colour and very slightly fuses on the edges.

It is brittle, and has a highly conchoidal fracture. When digested
with hydrochloric acid, oxide of wanganese is dissolved out, and the silica
which remains is perfectly colourless.

My analyses, which are not yet completed, shew that it is a hydrous
manganesic silicate—entirely different, as I believe, from any mineral
yet describéd—I therefore venture to propose for it the name of
Penwithite, in allusion to the mining district in which it was found,
viz :—the district of Penwith, in West Cornwall.



